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assent to propositions unless so clearly true that assent cannot be refused without an internal feeling of a certain punishment and secret reproach of reason; i. e. unless we cannot refuse assent without clearly knowing that to do so is an abuse of our freedom.7 The conditions of this clearness are twofold; (i) in ourselves, straight or direct mental gaze (like the power of accommodating the eye to the objects1 distance); and strenuous attention to the scrutiny of intelligible truths; (2) beyond ourselves, ideas for conceiving of things; if God did not (as the spiritual light of the world) supply these, we should no more know anything than see objects in the darkness. Since, however, by the . immutable will of God, they are for ever present, even when we do not attend to them, all that is needed for maintaining clearness of apprehension is to render our mind closer in attention, and larger in capacity; not only in regard to objects in themselves, but in regard also to their numerous relations1.
The difficulty which has to be overcome in gaining clear apprehensions of things arises from two opposite infirmities of our nature, the one lying in the Senses and Imagination, the felt phenomena of which are modifications of our mind; the other in the Reason, cognisant of Ideas, which are objects of the mind. The former no sooner come into play than they so excite and engage us that we have no eye for anything but our own.feelings, and are self-inclosed in our personal mental changes; at least everything we look at is coloured by them and seen in false lights. Yet, on the other hand, when the reason is left alone, in the absolute sleep of our sensitive capacity, we are indeed united with God and in contact with His ideas, but without knowing of their presence; the sole proper objects of our intellectual perceptions of things are latent for want of representation in our consciousness. Thus, we are suspended in a position between false knowledge and no knowledge. The remedy must be sought in the right measure of sensitive excitement, 1 De Inquirenda Veritate, VI. i.